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PREPARATION 


Martyrdom; 


And of the calm Anſwer to my Bitter 
InveSive, ( as he falſly calls it.) 


JV— 


Pal, 101. ver. 3. 1hate the ſons of unfaithfulneſs,there ſhall no ſuch cleauveunto me, 

Rom. 16, 17 18. Now 1 beſeech you brethren, mark thoſe which cauſe Diviſions 
and Offences, contrary tothe Dofrine which ye bave learned, and avoid them. 

For they that are ſuch, Mu uot our Lord Feſus Chriſt, bus their own belly, and by” 
good words and fair ſp eeches, deceive the bearts of the fomple. | 

Tit, x, 10, 11. and 13 ver.compar'd.There are many unruly vain talkers and deceie 
vers, whoſe mouths muſt be ſtopped, who ſubvert whole Houſes, teaching things 
which they ought not. 

Wherefore rebuke them ſharply, that they may be ſound in the Faith, 
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vius dici queat, ) 1 am forc?d aown by this {mall Paper, to. acquit my 


A Second Letter to the eAuthor of the 
Preparation for Martyrdom. | 


T had been more for your Credit and.. Ad- 
vantage every way, Ithink, quietly -to-have 
FONNe my _— than to have made 
this feeble ſtruggle; allyou are like to gain 
by it, will be to fall, _ as 
this Conflict, with the greater ſolemaity 

/ © 5 and lefs pity. You have unhappily eſpoll- 

= SEER ſed an ill and Zong fines baſed Cauſe; all 

your ſtrength therefore ( though never 1o great.) cannot defend 
it. Alittle David, a Manof mean abilities, as I humbly confeſs 
my ſelt to be, compar*d with the Learned Men of our Church, is 
big enough for the greateſt Golisb, the talleſt Champion of thofe 

Philigines, the adverſaries of our Tſrael, the diſturbers of dur 

Peace upon, ſo great diſadvantage. - TICS 

I reaſonably expefted you would have returned an anſwer to 
the particulars of my Letter, or faid nothing to it ; but ſince you 

declined it, at leaſt for this time, and have inſtead of that, im- 

pertinently entertaind us with a Circumquagque of a repreſentati- 


' on both of your Self and Book ( how true, let the Reader here- 


after judge.) And ſince you charge me with palpable falſbood in 
my manner of expoſing fo ill a Book ( Quaſi in hunc quicquam gra- 


ſelf 


felf of ſo great a ſcandal, and *twill haply be the worſe for yow 

it you haye put me upon ſuch a neceſlity. 0 _ | | 

I am.ill at leiſure (I confeſs) at this time eſpeially, who have 
other Fiſh enough (I thank God) to fry, yet will ſpare 2n_ hour 
or two for my own juſt vindication inthe ſight of all, whoam (1 
am confident ) abundantly. juſtify*d already by all hearty lovers 
of the Truth, and of our Chuchand Eſtabliſhment, who have had 
the opportunity to compare our little Books together. 

And hefre( Sir, ) before Igoany further,I doſproteſt unto you in 
all ſincerity, that I do not bear any the leaſt malice to your Perſon, 
nar do ]envy yaur fortune, but only as a true Son of the beſt and 
moſt primitive Church in the World, whoſe Doctrine, Diſcipline, 
and Worſhip are truly Catholick, .and Apoſtolical; I have always 
( as occaſions wete offered) defended heras well as —_ 
to my loſs in ſome reſpets) and will by the Grace of God perſiſt 
ſo to do, tothe utmoſt of my ſmall power, and not willingly, nor 
contentedly ſuffer her to be ran down, or ſupplanted: by Men of 
ipgratitude and diſobedience. | 
= 5 the Firſt place then, With what face can you call my. Letter 
abitter InyeCtive, when as your Book, that mineencounters, is a 
moſt virulent-Libel againſt the Government 2 What reaſon is there 
then*that we ſhould write all in Oyl, when as you write in Vine- 
par and Gall; we for it, and your againſt it? Sure you are the 

en whom the P/almift ſpeaks of, Your Tongues are your own, 

un only therefore oughr to ſpeak, and all others muſt keep fi- 
znce before you. What would you have us do, when you come 
upon us: wit open month, belching out (debaucld Cavaliers, 
prophane Rabble 7 agreat deal more of the like ſtuff; muſt 
-we meet you with Hat in hand, and your Humbfe Servant in our 
Mouth, with the additionat Ceremony of a low Congee ? You bite 
ſodamnably hard, that you muſt not blame us,if we have found out 
inſtrumentsto break your hold, Vmboue pepellitur umbo, &- Cuſpide 
"Exſpis , Would you have us then come forth againſt ſuch Aſſailants 
with Brooins in our hands to-anſwer your Halberts ? beſides, Who 
"began ? Were not you the firſt aggreſſor ? How pertinently there. 
fore you adorn'd the Title Page of your calm Anſwer, with that 
of the Great Apoſtle, Renger 19t evil for evil, nor railing for railing, 
in favour of your own Cauſe; Tappeal toevery indifferent perſon, 
-If it weretrue indeed, that my Letter had ſomething of railery in 
"It, (which no honeſt Man that I know, eyer yet charg'dit with) 
It 
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it was upon a juſt provocation, it was to anſwer you in your kinds 
( as you ſpeak) but you rail'd at us without any provocation at 
all, or temptation, unleſs it were your malice to our Church, or 
22 ambition to gratify her enemies, 5 

Whether you defign*d that Yea or No by your Firſt Book, that 
of Martyrdom; I will not be poſitive, but I know what F think ag 
to that; but this I am well aſſir*d of, that they ace very.much ob. 
tiged byit, as appears by that ferment of Rage that boils over at 
their Mouths, againſt any one that preſumes to touch it withour 
reverence, | : 

Upon this whole matter then, he that reads both our Papers, 
and compares *em together, if he be not hudded with prejudice, 
or ſuborn*d with a ſtrange degree of pre-poſleſſion, muſt needs 
confeſs that mine may well paſs for a Panegyrich, compar?d with ' 
your Virulent T1v:&ive, and that levelPd againſt three parts of 
four of the Kingdom, in value at leaſt, 

Indeed you put your ſelf in ſometimes, We this, and We that, 
and all as black as a Coal, or the infides of thoſe Chimneys you ſpeak 
of, Pag. 2. By which the ſmoak, of the Diſſenters Zeal againſt our 
Engliſh Lizzleiſmes has its vent. Sir,you can beſt give an account of 
your ſelf, you beſt know your own Heart and Lifez but why ſo ma- 
ny muſt bear you company in ſo horrid guilt, I underſtand not the - 
reaſon ; but you were well aſſured. before-hand, that the Brethren 
would take you to be quite another Man., for all that your ſeem- 
ingly profound Humility, and the laviſh Confeſſion of your elf. 

The next thing youare angry with, ismy ſaying, That the Ti- 
tle of your Book ( viz._) A preparation for Martyrdom) breath'd 
little leſs (at that time eſpecially when you publiſh*d that Book ) 
than down-right Sedition, When as you ſay, your real intenti- 
on thereby was to prevent it; but how far that can be made out, 
will appear anon irom the Contents of your ſaid Book, and the 
flender- defence you make, | | 

Tojuſtihe your Title therefore, and the deſign of your Book, 
you inſiſt upon a Votre of Parliament, that there was a Popiſh- 
Plot, and upon the. Kings Proclamation for a Faſt thereupon. 
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Die Martis. 25 Martii, 1679, 


Eſolved ( Nemine contradicente ) that there was a Popiſh 
R Plot, Who donbts of it? And we may add, Reſolved alſo 
by two Thirds of the Nation, that there was about the ſame 
time the ſuperfeetation of another Plot. But Sir, ( if we be not 
all extreamly miſtaken /) your Book came forth two. Years after 
this. But to clear this Buſineſs; for great weight is laid upon 
it. The Parliament, the laſt but two, and the long Parliament 
likewiſe ( or I am much deceived ) Voted that there was a Po- 
Piſh Plot ; we none of us offer to deny it, and fo there has been 
all atong, no doubt, fince the Reformation. A Faſt was there- 
fore appointed, to- implore the Divine Aid againſt their reftle(s 
Malice. But the Plot however was -at that time diſcovered, ſevee 
ral of the Plotters Executed ; and the Popiſh Lords, thoſe great: 
Artificers of the intended Miſchief, faſt up in the Tower, and are 
there ſtill, for ought I know, and ſo the ſtrength of it, for that 
time at leaſt, was broken: Where was the greatneſs of the Dan- 
ger forthe preſent then? But, Sir, after this, after this Parlia- 
ment that thus Voted, was diſmiſſed, and another, and another 
after that were Called, and both in a little time ( you know for 
what reaſon ) Diſlolved, and the latter of ?em almoſt before it 
had a being ; Then the Tongues and Pens of the Faction were 
buſie at work to gain the People into a belief, that Popery was 
the Defign, and thar like a Torrent, it was now a coming ( the 
Panks of a Parliament which ſhould have kept it off being now 
taken away ) very fiercely upon them, and that now the Forty 
thouſand black Bills before propheficd of, would be about their 
Heads, and the Romiſh Knives were even at their Throats. 
Now for you, or any Man, at ſuch a time as this, to thruſt a 
Book into the World, under the title of a Preparation for Mars 
gyrdom, made it look as bad at leaſt as] have repreſented it, and 
was and ever will be ſo reputed by all indifferent Perſons, who 
have not ſacrific*d their Reaſons to their Paſſions. 

If you deſign*d ( as you ſay ) thereby to prevent Sedition, 
why did you not give your Book a Name accommodate to that 
end? Why did you not ca!) it an Antidote againſt Sedition, or 
the like? But alas! you know very well, that the ſubject Mat- 
ter of your Book would not bear it, unleſs it were by a F Sure: 
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call'd Antiphraſis, which puts one contrary foranother ; -and yous 
might as well have written, this is a Lamb, to the Portraiture of a. 
Lion. But to call ita Preparation for Martyrdom, at that time 
you wrote, a time of ſo much Diſtruſt and Jealouſie, was in 
effect a Preparation for Rebellion ; unleſs you can imagine, that 
the People of this Nation, of the Faction particularly, would 
tamely give their Throats for the Cutting, without any reliſtance, 
| but you know they have been otherwiſe inſtructed by their 
Teachers, and particularly by your ſelf, Page 18. of your Mar-- 
tfrdom, where you ſay, That every one is warramed to oppoſe 


Popiſh Uſurpation' unto Death; perhaps you will endeavour to- . 


come off here with ſome ſubtle Comment upon the Text. 


1 took ſo much notice of the Title of your Book, becauſe the 


Title of a Book many times is of pernicious influence z nany 
that have neither Opportunity, nor Wit, nor Leiſure perhaps, 


to peruſe a Book ſo as to underſtand it throughly, may yet un- 


derſtand the proper meaning of two or three Words on the Ti- 
tle Page, ſtaring there in Capital Letters, and: do many times, 
doubtleſs, make very fearful Concluſions thence ;3- as without 
_— and to my own knowledg, many did from that Title 

ours, 
us S danger, Ipſe dixi, tis ſo therefore certainly, Nay Neigh- 
bour, he has writ a Book to prepare us for Martyrdom ; *tis 
come to this therefore, we muſt ſhortly either Die, or fight for 
our Religion : But before a Pap ſhall Kill me, Neighbour, mark 
what I ſay, I will fight Blood up to the Ears; he that has my. 


Life ſhall pay for it. And thus they animate one another, till | 


balf the Country is on tiptoe for War and Deſolation. . 


The next thing you complain of, is, That I have perverted 
Now to clear my ſelf of . 


the Genuine ſenſe of your Words. 
this Aſperſion, I know not what better courſe to take; then to 
amaſs and heap. together, ſome of the worſt paſſages in your. 
Book of Mart. that ſo the Reader of this, may no intuitn, at 


once ſee them, and wonder at you And- here, 1xopem me Co-- 


pia— they are ſomany and ſo rank, I know not where to chooſe, 
and I ameven afraid, God is my Witneſs, and that in pure re- 


ſpect to you, to name ſome of them; but in my defence, you | 


have forc'd me to it, 


And, Firſt, You repreſent all the King's Friends and Follow-- | 
*%, in the lets 6d Times, as 6 oct of Pealhan handentl a 


Alack, would they ſay, that good Man. has ſhew'd. | 
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manner of Wickedneſs: As plainly appears'by thoſe many op- 
probrious Characters, and very hard Names you beſtow on that 
Party, without any Exception or Limitation, as Page 4. The 
overſpreading Propbaneneſs of the Royaliſts , and yet you would 
make us Fools, and believe what you ſay Page 4. of your calm 
Anſwer at the bottom, that :The Nobility and Gentry on the 
King's part , are mot comprehendcd within this black, Charge. 
What will you make of the word Overſpreading , when there is 
nothing before or after it, to reſtrain its utmoſt Latitude of 
Senſe? This is to daub with untempered Morter. And now Rea- 
der, Crimine ab uno diſce omnia, Thou mayſt judge of the whole 
Lion, by this one Paw. And what reaſon this Man has, to 
*charge me with perverting the plain Senſe of his words, when 
no Man living that reads theſe words, will or can ( unleſs it be 
himfelf, now that he is aſhamed of them ) put any other ſenſe up- 
on em, then that I have done. 

But here in thenext place, his candor to the Enemies of theſe 
profane Royaliſts : He uncharitably thought, that they had made 
Religion, or a profeſſion of Godlineſs (to keep his own words ) 
an Artifice to drive on Rebellious deſigns: This is ſpoken of the 
generality of the Rebels, without any ſcruple at all, they were 
11 no fault, good Men, no Hypocrites at leaſt ; I was ene indeed, 
ſays he, uncharitable and wicked as to think ſo, but God forgive 
me for it, And as to ſome few of *em, which were the Ring- 
leaders, or' as he ſays, the great Artificers of our Troubles, it 
was only probable, not certain, not demonſtrable that they did 
ſo, Ibid. 

Page 6. Theſe Royaliſts are called Debauched Cavaliers, Page 
7. Paophane Rabble, and Page 6. again, An Army of Achans, or 
Thieves, and that by very good Authority : But if you will talk 
of Perverting, here it is with a witneſs, For that which the 
Pjous Doctor intended for the ' Cure of ſome bad Men among 
them, (viz.) Theſe Cavaliers, is by this other Doctor, applie 
-aS an argument to enforce the former aſſertion of the overſprea- 
ding Profaneneſs of the Royal Party. Well, the Biſhop. is 
obliged to you. | 

And was it ſo then, and is it not ſo now ? Say you Page 7. 
in a great meaſure, The profaneneſs then of the Royaliſts was 
univerſal before, even to the whole length of the Meafure, 

{ for Sir, Excepiio facit Regalam in non exceptis ) but now it falls 
Ho F LC 
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Twoor Three. inches ſhort of the whole length. Then, as now 
( Page 7. ) not only the whole Laity of that party, but ſome great 
Churchmen, { Biſhops I ſuppoſe you mean ) and perhaps among 
theſe the Arch-Biſhop Laud ( becauſe no great friend to Puritans) 
and others of lower rates, were not only profane themfelves, but 
perſecuted thoſe as Puritans, who were ſerious and orderly in 
their Converſation ; And this you call a general prevailing of the 
Spirit of Profaneneſs among the Cavaliers inthe beginning of the 
ſame paragraph, Pag. 7. And now is nob this a heavy Charge up-: 
on thoſe great Chuch-men in thoſe days, that they- did difcoun- 
tenance all ſerious Holineſs, and reckon upon, and reproach Men 
. as Fanaticks, only becauſe they were not profane ? And isitnot 
ſoin a great mealure, ſays he, at this day ? Hethiaks fo nodoubt, 
nay, he ſpeaks it out; for a little lower in the ſame Page 7. he - 
ſpeaks of many looſe perſons of the Clergy, as well as of the. 
Laity among us ; and that the Palladium they ſtrive to ſecure, is 
profaneneſs. But now Sir, in your Second Paper, you fem to 
retract this Cenſure upon the ( Many) of the Clergy, and to 
make ſome little ſatisfattion, and eny thing ſhall feryefor me : I 
have amind only to ſhew you your error, notto do you aty harmz 
we do none of us ( Ithink)) wiſh one hairof your Head to periſh, 
only we would ſet that ſtraight in point of Judgment.-] 

How unluckily ( Sir ) did you let fall that word, many looſe 
Clergy (Many)? Now let but the charity of a Diſleater ſit. in Judg= 
ment upon this, and then let the whole Body of the Clergy be 
divided into Five parts, and Four of %em I dare fay., will be 
crowded into this ( Maxy). But now Sir, Page 5. of your Caln 
Anſwer, you are pleas'd to confefs, that we have a more Pious and 
Learned Clergy,than any Chriſtian Church in the World can ſhew; 
Geneva it ſelf then not excepted. God be praiſed for it. : 

Page 8. of your Mart. You ſpeak of Holy, Meek, and Humble 
Papiſts And Page 4. Of your Calm Anſwer, of Loyal, Hymble, and 
Conſciencious Nox-Coxs ; but ſcarce one tolerable word roreither 
Royaliſts or Conformiſts throughout your whole Book, which has 
given ſo much offence, and which makes us apt to betieve, that 
you arequite gone from us; orindeed that you never were cor- 
diallyof us. But Sir, if any of thoſe Diſſenters be ſo zaad Men, 
you ſhould have mention'd 'm, under ſome other formality than 
that of Non-Covs, for as fiich I ſtill chink ?em aunrigii-ous Pers 
ſons, and not everLoyal, MnO, or Cnc neither, * 
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As to that ſhrewd reflexion we thonght youmade upon'( All ) the 
Abby-Land, and Impropriation-Men. I am gladif here you have 
found any hole to creep out at; but not one Reader of Five hun- 
dred, I dare fay, took you in that limited Sence, in which you ſay 
you ought to be underſtood; For why ſhould the word (Such ) 
there refer to Achans and Hobbiſts in another Paragraph, and not 
ratherto the Men who hold: Abby-Lands and Impropriations, di- 
rectly pointed at inthe ſame Paragraph; where that word ( Such ) 
is twice found, But ſtill Sir, we are where we were before; the 
Poor Cavalier Abbots and Tything-men ( whoſe defence I have 
eſpous?d ) have no benefit at all by this reſtriction ; they were all 
Debaucht, Rabble, Achans, before, and theſe Achans and Profa- 
niſts you ſtill own were in your meaning ; and ſo any of theſe ha- 
ving their Eſtates chiefly in Abby-Lands and Impropriations will 
compound : but I am ey*n afraid for you, as much as to put the 

ueſtion who they muſt Compound with, the King or the Duke, 
the Pope or the D—1: and for what, why their Eſtates; but 
their Title you ſay is good, Page 5. of your Calm Anſwer : What 
need they fear any thing then Pur a Poptſh Succeſſor ? Ay! there 
it is, yet you ſay, Page 7, of your Calm Anſwer, that you did not 
in your Firſt Book as much as make the leaſt inſinuation, not fo 
much as one Syllable of any jealonſie of His Majeſties Royal Suc- 
ceſſor. Thus you ſtalk on forward, and neither ſeenor conſt. 
der the Precipice before you; but you will do honeſtly as well as 
wiſely, not to meddle with ſuch matters that are ſo much too 

high for you. | 
: Page 30. of your Book, the Sons of the Church, ( for ſuchare 
all thoſe who maintain and expreſs a zeal for the Law of the 
Land, and the Conſtitutions of the Church, for all your gibing 
( forſooth)) to it. ) Vitious Perſecutors, and drunken and de- 
baucht Dammees.,areall of a Tribe, according to this Gentlemans 
reckoning. And now Reader, I hope you have had enough of this 
ſtnff, this may paſs for Billingegate Rhetorick only ; but what?s be- 
hind is of a more-dangerous nature,and a higher Charge therefore, 
as anerror in judgment about weighty matters,defendedand made 
publick, is far worſe thare an error in Life (though I will excuſe 
for neither Y the one is only Perſonal and Tranſient; the other is 
more Laſting and Diffuſive ; and many times (as I faid ) leading 
to the witchcraft of Rebellion, the ruine of Kingdoms and States, 
and the deſtruttion of myriads of Souls AndFirlſt, Sir, 
| You 


'(- FI, 
_. You make. Conformity but a thing indifferent, neither Cir- 
cumcifion nor Uncircumciſion, neither Conformity nor Noncon- 
formity ayailteth any thing, but the new Creature, but to live well; 
but how can we be good Men, unleſs we be good Subjefts, how 
can God have hisdue? that is to ſay, an uniform obedience from 
us, uoleſs Ceſar or the King have his due, whom God Commands 
us to obey in all his juſt and lawful Commands? and Sir, you are 
the Firſt Divine I ever heard of, that made that paraphraſe up- 
on thoſe words (viz. ) Neither Circumcifion , &c. I may indeed 
ſay, you comply, &c. Page 21. And for the ſame reaſon therefore, 
if that be all, you may chuſe ; nor do you mend it in your Se- 
cond Paper : for Page 4. of that you ſay only, That you aſſert the 
lawfulneſs of Conformity, nowif by ( Lawfulneſs ) you mean only 
that it is not ſinful, then this Lawfulzeſs will amount to no more 
than your former ( T may )andthen the Government is ſtill out of 
doors; but if you mean by (Lawfwlzeſr) that itis by Law requi- 
red, and that no Subject can without ſin refuſe to Conform, I 
once more beg you will ſpeak that word out, 

Secondly, Page 11. Atthe bottom you involve our Church inthe 
grievous guilt of Schifm, and indeed all the Chriſtian Churches 
in the World, there heing none of ?*em but impoſe in Rituals as 
well as we, and juſtly require and exact a Religious obſervation 
of *em from their ſeveral Members. For after you laid down, that 
Baptiſm, and Repentance towards God, and Faith in our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, were the only neceſſary terms of Communion with 
any Chriſtian Church ( though I heard you once ſay, ) that you 
took-Sexeca to be oneof ns, and yet [never heard he was Baptiz?dz 
one ſhould have thought therefore, that Baptiſm might have 
been left our of thoſe neceſſary qualifications for :Church-Com- 
munion. And Socrates, Page 13. You reckon not only a Saint, 
buta Martyr of God, with all my heart, After I ſay you had 
ſaid that, you go on and affirm, That if auy Society of Chriftians 
ſhall impale themſetves by mutual Compati:s, oy by ſetting up other new 
aud unneceſſary terms of Communion ;, any thing above or beyond 
thoſe three neceſſary Qualifications, Baptiſm, Faith, and Repen- 
tance, that Church ( you ſay) is Schiimatical; nuw does not all 
the World know, that the Church of Exgland does impoie beyond 
this ? nor can any Man, for inſtauce, legally receive the Sacrament 
of the Lords Supper, but upon his knees, and :.icrefore by im- 
immediate, conſequence, the \ ING of England is by you decla- 
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red Schifinatical. You are fond of your new Poſitions and Theo- 
rems, but you conſider not the miſchievqus conſequences they do 
unayoidably lead to. Nay Page 12. At the end of the Firſt Pa- 
ragraph, you in a manner conclude the whole Kingdom, in Schiſm; 
The Chnrch, her Govyernours at leaſt, for impoſing in theſe unne- 
ceſlary things ; and the Diſſenters *(thereI joyn with you ) for 
not complying; but you add what yon might well have left out, 
( provided they may do it without Sin ) and that farely they 
may do, fince they haveno Command from God to the contrary ; 
nor can Conſcience therefore for the ſame reaſon putin any Plea 
for any ſuch exemption, ſince the Law of God is to Guide and Go- 
vern that : So that here is once more Athanaſius contra mundum, 
& Mundus contra Athanafium : Athanafins againſt the World, and 
the World againſt Athanaſius; all out of tne way but his ſerious 
ſelf. You pretend ( Sir) all along, that Peace and Union among 
Chriſtian Brethren, 1s the thing you ſo much deſire, and the way 
you take to agree *em about their ſeveral claims, is diſpaling, 
neither thine nor mine , but to lay all common; and this you 
call in the next Paragraph, Latitude of Conſcience, and ſeem very 
much to magnify it, and to rejoyce in it; but Sir, this Latitudi- 
narian Principle, this forlorn Charity, is the very bane of the 
Church; and it is plain, that it has loſt more grond, and more 
Members from her Body by a few Months Toleration, than ſhe 
will recover again perhaps in many years. Andour Chriſtian Li- 
berty, of which you make mention in this ſame Paragraph, is a 
Liberty from Sin only ( now the yoke of the Moſaical Pzdagogy 
is taken away) andthere being no Sin in Conformity, as I have 
in my other Paper ſufficiently (1 think ) made out, our Chriſtian 
Liberty cannot thereby be infringed, or in the leaſt invaded, but 
by ſtanding out Conformity, it manifeſtly is. 

Page 22. You tell us, that to Command indiſputably, is the 
Maſter vein of Popery, and is not our Church then Popiſh I pray? 
if what you here lay down be true, does ſhe not Commend indiſ- 
putably in things in their own nature indifferent, and that moſt juf- 
ly ? this you call Page 2x. at the bottom , the Azthority (forſooth) 
of the Church, Commanding, which is an Uſurping upon the Pre- 
rogative of God himſelf, to whom alone ( you ſay ) it belongs 
to Command: indiſputable Obedience. Sir, .had this ſtuff been 
ſent us from Kidderminſter, or Dr Owen, it might have paſt well 
enough: we expect no-better from ſach z but tor you a Miniſter 

in 
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in our Church, a Man of ſuch Authority with the Multitude, for 
you, 1 fay, to pnbliſh 'ſach Dottrines as theſe, is perhaps one 
of the greateſt Wonders that ever his Grace the D. of M. ſaw, 
or heard of, But, Sir, to pur an end to this, if you and I did 
live withia the Pale of the Romiſh Church, within the circle of 
her Juriſdiction, and ſhould break Communion with her only 
for impoſing of different things, we could not eſcape the guilt 
of Schiſm; theſe things are letr to the Church's difcretioa, and- 
they are Schiſmaticks that refuſe to obey her in them. 

The Learned diftinguiſh of Four things, which make a Sepa- 
ration from any Church lawful. 1. Intollerable Perſecution. 2, 
Hereſie in the body Ecclefiaſtical. 2, Idolatry. Aad 4. When 
the Church is the Seat of Antichriſt, Now let our Separatiſts 
but prove the Church of Eglaud guilty of any of theſe, and 
then may they by the fame Arguments, prove their Separation to. 
be Lawful, and for ſome weighty Cauſe. 

And here we may obſerve alſo, that Schiſm is twofold, Nega- 
tive, or Poſitive. Negative, that is, when a Man leaves the 
Church and her Communion quietly, without ſtir, or oppoſition. 
2, Poſitive, When a Man not only leaves the Church, but alſo 
ſets up another Church, or Aſſembly, in oppoſition to it, one AL 
tar againſt another; this is Schiſm by way of Eminency. That 
Man therefore that comes to our Church duly, and there be. 
haves himſelf decently and orderly, though he do diſlike ſome 
thing, or things in our Worſhip, bn if he keep ſuch his diſlike 
to himſelf, he is to me neither Diſſenter nor Prerbyterian. I am. 
cordially affeCtioned to all ſach ; but for Men to Rail at, and 
Condemn that which in their Practice they own, is vile' Hypo- 
criſie, and for others peeviſhly to forſake -our Congregations, 
and not only fo, but alſo to ſet up other Altars againſt ours, to 
publiſh their diſlikes, to argne againſt that Government they 
ought to ſubmit to, a holy Violence muſt be offered to ſuch + 
and *tis but reaſon and charity to their Souls, that they ſhould 
be compelled out of the Hedges , and the Conventicles, that 
ny Houſe may be filled, and his Table welt furniſhed - with 
Guelts. 2 Th 

And as you do interpretatively charge the Church with Schiſm 
and Popery, ſo the Government, with moſt Impi6us, Tyranny, 
in Commanding contrary to the Law of God, and puniſhing for 
not obeying ſuch Mandates, I do not deny but*that you do. 

| Pope. 


Pzze 10, reckon a Man's fearing God and the .King, and not. 
medling with them that are given to change, one warranted 
cauſe of Martyrdom : This looks well, and as an inſtance of 
your Loyalty and Obedience to Authority ; but what you give 
with one hand, you quickly take away with the other. For Page 
12. at the bottom , you ſay, If you Suffer for exerciſing the 
true Worſhip of God, either ſingly as Danzel, or ſocially, with 
other devout Perfons fearing God, (as the Primitive Chriſtians) 
did daily and weekly, not forſaking the Aſſembling themſelves 
together, Heb. 10.25. and all this in conſiderable Numbers ( for 
ſo you explain your ſelf in the next Paragraph ) you ſuffer for 
Righteouſneſs ſake; For God ( you ſay  #s God, and will be 
IWorſhipped whether Man will allow it or no. Now I challenge any 
Man to ſhew me any where, any thing that pleads more fully for 
the Conventicles then this does; here's not only the lawfulneſs, 
but neceſſity of ?em aſſerted. But our Author does not conſider, 
that there is a great deal of difference between a Church in its 
Infancy, and at full Stature, between a Church iu Conſtituting, 
and a Church Conſtituted, between.a Church in profound Peace, 
and-under Perſecution, .in a Heathen.ſtate, and in Nations where 
the Princes are Chriſtians, and Nurſing Fathers of the Church, 
and Defenders of the Faith, whoſe Right it was all along adjud- 
ged , by the. common Suffrages of the Church-Governors , or 
iſhops, to preſcribe general Rules for adminiſtration of Church- 
Government, and the Circumſtantials of Worſhip z nor was any 
thing thought Authentick in this kind, or PraCticable, till Rati- 
fied by the Civil Supream Magiſtrate. Nay, our Author to make 
ſure work here, the poor Informers are fuppos*d by him, Page 
31, to be Vitious Perſggutors: And thus he is not affcaid to flie in 
the face of an ACt afjParliament, thereby to keep up a Lecture, 
or a Conventicle. Well, but he has ſomething yet like a Salve 
this, in the next Paragraph, Page 13. at the top: The Civil Ge 
verxor, he ſays, for all this, may require Security from theſe that thus 
Meet daily, and in conſiderable Numbers, that they ſhall not Com- 
plot the diſturbance of the Publick, Peace. But how ſenſeleſs and 
unpracticable is this, ( if there were now Law forbidding them ) 
the-King muſt require Security from the Conventiclers, when as 
no Man can certainly tell who they are thatdo ſo meet, or when 
or where-they do it. - Thus, Sir, you.run deſperate Points, and 
then you -would feign fetch your {elf off again ; you "__ ihe 
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Heads of Church and State, and then ſpeedily prepare your Plai- 
ſters, Bur the miſchief is, they are too ſhort and narrow to co- 
ver the Wounds, your Salyo's are too weak to kill the Poyſon 
your Doctrines carry in *em.. GA 

And now I appeal to all Perſons of unprejudiced Minds, whe- 
ther you had any reaſon to ſay, I dealt hardly with you in my fir{t 
Paper, ſince I purpoſely forbore, and that in pure reſpe+3 to you, 
particularly to take notice of theſe ſo very dangerous Pailages in 


your Book 3 and now if theſe Four particulars put together, will 


not make that Sconring Doſe ,, you ſo impatiently wait for, I 
know not what, will : If theſe things were irreſiſtibly charg*d up- 
on me, as they are upon you, and I were in your Circumſtances, 
I think it would go near bringing a Dyſextery upon me. And, 
Sir, without any more ado, if you do not ſeaſonably prevent it, 
by giving the Church ſome tolerable ſatisfaction concerning theſe 
things, you may look for another Doſe from another Quarter, 
adminiſtred by thoſe,, which yet ( God: be thanked ) have a 
Power over you.. If you were cordially for the King and the Bi- 
fhops, you would be more tender of the Laws, both Civil and 
Eccleſiaſtical z and he that by Speaking or Writing, undermines 
the Government of either of theſe, does at the ſame time prove 
to the World, that he is Anti-Monarchical, and Anti-Epiſcopal 
too, 

If you have ſo few Diſſenters in your Pariſh, I am glad to 
hear it, as alſo that you Conform © fully ; but all that I- ſhall 
ſay to: this now, is this, That either you are very faulty in that 
Point, or you are bely*d moſt horribly, 

In the next place, I muſt take a- little notice of what you ſay, 
Page 36, and 37. of an Oratorical, and almoſt Enthuſiaſtical way of 
Prayer, g#d bow that ſome learned Men fall ſhort of it, becauſe they do 
#0t uſe the means of Reading, Meditation, and Exerciſe, and hamble 
Dependance npon God, Now, Tertiu« e Celo cecidit Cato;, No ſort 
of Men muſt eſcape your Cenſure. All I ſhall ſay tot at this 
time, is this, There is no need of taking ſo much- pains, to ac- 
quire ſuch an Oratorical way of Praying; for as to- private 
Prayer, the meaneſt Perſon almoſt knows how to make his:deſires 
known unto God, in ſecret by himſelf, much more the Learned 
then ſure ; and if they be not fo fluent and- ready in it, it mat- 
ters not, plain words with broken ſighs there, are the beſt Ora- 
tory. And as to pyblick Devotions, there is leſs need of it, .of 
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ſuch a fluency, ſince we have, bleſſed be God, ſo Good, ſo Di- 
vine a Liturgy, to the uſe of which, the Clergy are ti'd in all 
publick Offices of Religion. Beſides, the Canon, as well as the 
ACt of Uniformity, excludes the uſe of all ſuch Extemporary Ef- 
fuſions there, that 1s in Publick, eſpecially when they are ( as 
many times they be _) extended, like an Evening ſhadow, to a 
prodigious length, aud which many times like that, are very 4 
empty too; and *tiere well if that were all the ill that attends 4 
moſt of ſuch Prayers. I have heard Prayers of this kind fome- 
times my ſelf over fick Perions, and when all was done, the 
Office in the Common Prayer Book for the Viſitation of the Sick, 
contain*d infinitely more of Subſtance, than thoſe long, confu- | 
ſed, and many times impertinent Babble, in compariſon, which | 
yet they will be apt, from this part of your Book, to call Sacred | 
Oratory, which looks like a yolumn of Ciphers, compar®d with 

the pithy Prayers of the Church ; which ( like: ſmall Figures in a 

Number, though they be of no great bulk, yet ſtand for much ) 

are full of Sacred Matter. 

Learned Men that are honeſt Churchmen, better underſtand | 
what they. are Sworn to, and how they ought rather to Conform | 
to the Rubrick and Canon, than to ſtudy, oc uſe this kind of Ora+ + 

tory in derogation of the holy Service of the Church ;_ thoſe 
who are moſt fond of their own Effuſions, are the greateſt deſpj- | 
ſers of the Churches Prayers: Yet thoſe Men whoare for the Litur- 
gy, and the conſtant uſe of it, they have this advantage of that | 
-Other ſort of Praying Men, they know beſore-hand what they 
are to ſay, and whilſt the other are a ſtrugling with invention 
what next to utter, ours have the benefit of exerciſing their De- 
votions. Whilſt thoſe are beating their Heads for words, theſe 
have nothing elſe to do but to pour out their Hearts to God with 
thatexcellent Mattcr prepared to their Hands, and approved of 
by the Suffrages of all the beſt and wiſeit Men in the World, that 
ever were acquainted with our Service. And whatever the ad- 
mirers of Extemporary Prayers think or ſay to the contrary, 
thoſe Prayers are as much Forms to the Hearers of *em as ours | 
are; yet this is their ufizal Plea againſt ours , that they are ſet l 
Forms, and thereiore great dampers of the Spirit, And Do- 
Cor Stilling fleet tells us, That 1t was a Jeſuit that firſt brought 
up this Extemporary way of Prayer here in England, with a de- 
f2n, belike, to bring our Litorgy Into contempt; and if that 
| was 
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was the end, *cis gain'd in a grear meaſure, many thouſands. ut 
in England reckoning upon no other Prayers, as of any value, 
but. their Extemporary ones, and judging of the abilities of thic' 
Clergy, by their ſtrength and readineſs in this way of Devotion, 
which yet to wiſe Men, looks rather like a Rhetorical Oſtenta- 
tion, then any part of ſerious Worſhip to Almighty God. 

Youdeſire me ( if I can) to ſatisfy you in one point (and I 
will endeavour todo it) viz. which way you might bring more 
Glory to God, and vindicate the Honour of our bleſſed Sovereign 
the Royal Martyr, and the credit of a good Cauſe,then by own- 
ing it was fot our Sins, (the Sins of us Subjefts, of us Cavaliers 
you ſhould have ſaid, otherwiſe you are gone from your firſt hold) 
that we ſuffered ſo much, loſt our good King, and were giyen 
over: to the will of our enemies. | 

R. I will not Cas you ſeem to do) preſumeto aſſign any particy- 
lar reaſon for this or that At of Divine Providence ; but (thatT 
may give God the Glory of his Juſtice ) that the Sins of this Na- 
tion brought ſo great a Curſe upon us, 1 am very ready and wil- 
ling to believe ; but then were the poor Cavaliers Sinners above 
all. ExgliſÞmen, I cannot believe that, peradventure in all other 
reſpects, there was not a Pin to chooſe between them and their 
Enemies, as to ſtrict Piety or Morality, only in this, the Cava- 
lier had the better ont, in that he was the better Subje&t, and 
the more conſcientious obſerver of his Oaths ; and ſo far the bet- 
ter Chriſtian of the two, Then for the credit of a good Cauſe, 
Alas, Sir, yon cannot.but know, that .there is nothing more or- 
dinary and obvious, 'then- a Proſperzm Scelus, a proſperous Wic- 
kedneſs, otherwiſe how came Jueciſm to prevail ſo much, and 
to ſpread it ſelf over ſo many of thoſe once moſt flouriſhing 
Plantations of the Chriſtian Religion ; or Popery to extend it 
{elf further. then our true Religion? The Heathen Poet; could 
have anſwered this Queſtion ,: who ſaid, Cayet ſucceſſibus opig 
guisquis ab. eventn faila notands.. putate , The, King's Safcrentall 
neſs therefore in thoſe Wars, does not. prove that._his Cauſe was 
any whit the leſs Creditable or: Jult. Shall I now-ſhoot my Bolt, 
and give in my opinion of theReaſon probably of that Calamity 
that then befel us?, I think it, might very well be _the, Luciferia 
Pride;of a, heady Faction, who, wopld ngt have that, good. Ma 
to, Rule oyer.rhem, preſuming; themſelves fitter, to, Govern then 
£heir Lawful; King, thes-their Natural, Lord, and LF 
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might very well be, that God ( judicially ) ſuffered %em to be 
filed with their own Ways, and chat glarious King to- be taken 
away, becauſe they were not worthy of him, and themſelves in a 
while tg be made Slaves to their own Fellow-SubjeQts, to a vile 
Uſurpatian; and the honeſt Cavaliers ons in all publick Calami- 
ties, the ' good and 'bad promifcuouſly Suffer tagether) were 
mads Fellow-Sufferers with them. But (if we may judge of 
Cayſts by the Events, then truly Cavaliers fit] had the better 
ont, for to them ( hlefled he God ) a Light is ſprung after that 
black Night, gladnefs and joy of Heart, they have a King 
gain to Rule over 'them, the Gracious Son of that Glorious: 
Father, and with him we have reſtor*d:nnto us our Religion, our 
Church,yea ourEftate too,our Judges as at the firſt, and our Coun- 
ſellers as at the.heginning; and all this in ſo wonderful a manner, 
as if Heay*n had had the immediate conduCt of that whole Aﬀair : 
but what's come of their Enemies? many of their Ringleadersare 
fglPaSacrifices to Juſtice, othersof %em have their Houſes gone, 
and their Names are going (11 all appearance ) after them; 
Why you ſhould therefore charge that great Judgment, intirely 
on the' debauchery and profgnenefs of the Royal Party, Tknow 
nor; and as little dg F know any good reaſon why you ſhould re. 
reive { many Letters of Thanks for your Book from any Loyal, 
ir they were confiderate perſons, Tam ſure we have ſeveral Letters 
from remote parts of the Kingdom, that call it A Seditions Pan 
Þblet, Perhaps thofe that wrote to: you, were profeft Non-Cons, 
Or at deft but half-pac*d in Conformity, or the offfpring of fich 
whohzdtheir hands in the late Kings Blood ; and if they were 
theſe Men, they made you (if that was all) but too ftendera 
return for ſo great a kindnefs, who had removed the guilt of that 
Kings Blood fromthem, and hidtt (Wholly ) at the doors of the 
Cavaliers, asthe juft wages of their injquity; and their Sins you 
Gy, are atthisday riſing towards the head ; and therefore 
fire may he expetted'to putt down the like vengeance upon them. 
Bat. what does; altthis tend] ta? bnt+to excite the Godly party to 
another Holy War ;, and'(when they ſhall think fit to pronounce , 
that theſe Amorites have again filed up the meaſure of their im- 
Rieties,) to fer. themſtlves'vigorouffy again to rid the World 'of 
d, unprofitable, nay, of fo exectable a burthen, and yet there 
nothing, you'ſly, of Seditionlarking in this Charge apainſt' che 
ratiers, ox<the Royal? oumay-.very well ſay, Pades 
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hee opprobria, &c. Theſe things are too plain to be deny?1, 2nd 
they are too bad to be defended, And now I think th.ic is 10- 
thing in yours thatis material, unanſwered; and I pre ume, 7 
my Firſt Paper ſtands ſtill unſhaken,by any thing you wav: 520144. 
againſt it. | 

What I have ſaid in both this and that, may perhaps 'c fom-- 
thing at leaſt towards confirmiag thoſe that are honeſt in : heir ho- 
neſty ſtill, and that will abundantly recompence my pains with 
them : bur if others be ſetled on their Lees, and will no: be ſtir- 
red, notwithſtanding our endeavours to reduce them from the 
error of their ways, we cannot help that, Ephraim is joyn'd to- 
To's, let bim alone, and be that i filthy, let him be filthy jtill, are 
diſmal Curſes. But for you ( Sir ) I heartily love you, and wiſh 
your welfare, and my Prayer therefore to God for you is, that he 
will giveyou a ſightof your error, and that you will no longer 
dance in your own Net, and that you will not aggravate your faulr 
by any further defending, or excuſing of it, or think ro make: 
your eſcape in a miſt of ſecret meanings, but rather heartily con- 
feſs and retract it, and you need not be aſhamed of thar, ſince - 
you have ſo many great examples for it, both antient and modern: - 
IF it was done maliciouſly, and at the inſtigation of ſomeTran- - 
dees of the contrary part, in God's Name break off all fach un- 
lucky adherences, and come wholly over to us: but haply they 
were all over-ſights, do but confeſs that, and your work, | dare- 
ſay, is done. OurLord, thegreat Shepheard of the Sheep will, 
I truſt, pardon you for publiſhing ſuch diſſipating, ſuch dividi 
Doctrines; the Church, our Holy Mother, who at preſent is fo. 
much ſcandalized, will bereconciledto you, and all her true Sons . 
will be ready and joyful with open Hearts and Arms, to receive - 
and. embrace you with Love and Honour, and particularly. ' 


Tour Humble Servant... 


